Interview with 

Jose Torres 
Claremont, California 
June 23% 1957 


GE PE ONS CRRA A! Sei IB 
ae C 
—¥ee, since about 193. In other words, I took some of the first 


nationals that landed es Campo San Antonio here in Monte Viste on 5th 
Avenue in Pomona, that is where they have their camp. I ~+khink—theydid 
fomee=tirereerr a usta ata we had that invasion of the wetbacks 
or wire-jumpers, or whatever else you might call them. These boys just 
came in freely and walked right across California up to the San Joaquin 
Valley, on the chai “Hake in Oiasencnt we had quite a few, and in La 
Verne they did too. Every town in Sourther California from the Imperial 
Valley, I would say, up toy I don't know how far into Oregon or Washington, — 
but I know that they were in the state of California, and I mean the 
whole area was ere well filled up. Probably 50 or 66,000 of them. 

I had them boys eith jie up in the San Joqauin Valley and here in 
Claremont too. But, they had to bring the douctaee ont Poem weak and 
they wiped them just about out. Some of the growers, ranchers, and 


farmers were told that they had to get rid of some of them boys or else 


they basi going to get any help coming in Prick des So, that is how 


y 


‘they finally wiped them out. fs Fox 

Sr aS tn-throwpir ~- u fp Am | Thes were contracted 
in Mexico City, ead they were o all over the 48 states. I know for 
sure that between > staten thet had them, from New York to 
California. “And—thery working in railroad track and most ith agriculture. 
6 they had to provide housing for them. And the first thing they had 


to was have a cabin, room or a big house with a mattress and blankets. 


Some of these growers, to begin with, when they hired 3 or boys and 


they could keep then in their ranch ambthey gave them, blanket¢ and ¢ 


mattress, let them board themselves. So the only thing they did for them 


was drive them into town to the grocery store to get their groceries. 
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But, in big camps like the onesSan Antohio and Cucamonga, and all over 


the state; from Washington down to California, they have to have acamp 

where _ everybody 

like you say Claremont. then you are 

a grower or a rancher 

or whateever you are raising. Because a citrus man is mostly oranges, 

lemons, and grapefruits. And agriculture, what that runs to is tomatoes, 

onions and all kinds of vegetables. Then, in the fruit; peaches, pears, 

grapes, prunes, oh, all kinds of that stuff, tN at\n Ay 
Nem I am a crew leader. I run these crews from the Siewaie a ae 

in with my tbuck and I have it all fixed up with canvas, and I can fit 

between 20 to 30 men to be comfortable. In a truck with a larger truckbed 

you can fit 50 to 60 men, 

‘Because you have to carry insurance too. oe can't have Fee boys piled 

up in the tuck. to ride 10-15 miles ta work. Won sinve! toll have a bench 


or a seat ,reinforced with or to She bed, so that it will not swing « 


and the boys can sit in theres ¢ ate, Foo job 1 I am eta right now is 


he 


pisking lemons. Is;—eh;=ir-Betwetn oa ee: ( ya 


The groves are in Vista, Escondido, Rancho Santa Fe. We have & groves 


‘ 


in uZ - iat and the camp I am staying 
in is San Iuis Rey, o nN —~irr-9®% = And this 
camp is a new camp and holdd between 200 — 250 men theree Most of them 


boys are enue. a lot of planting, for the Japanese tery But, we have P 
yt } L-~ c & ON eee 
our citrus growers, that have about 60 men and’ om company, had ho Le 60 


men at one time 5 now we have only about 27. We are ) ait far pe lemons Seas aay 
q 
About Parise in the morning. It awuiag a us an bait to get 


Ci 


x 


+6 vate So when you put them to work, you work 9-10-11 hours a day. Then 
quitting time you check your boxes and you drive them back to camp. er 


have their chow between 6 and 7. They have showers in the camp, \toilets, es 


wash im@ tubs for the 4 mets ka they have long barracks where they can 
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put in 2Q or 30 men with a mattress and blankets. In wintertime they 


give them four blankets, but in summertime they only use one or two 
blankets. And most of these boys have their own, radios to play. On 
the week-end they go to ongren LE Shey can get over hele some- 


times the church is pretty arj\sonetines they walk over hee the church. 


a~T b\w ‘ 


Sometimes, like this Cucamonga cam they have | a , barracks Peed 3 up to 
ye. 

provide for Mass, 1 7 And like the Cucamongacamp, that is one of the best 

caps in Souther California, I am not talking about the others because 


they all have to imme up to Lmne regulations, because this Ave they 


rot 


have been pretty rough on them.” So this year they hore 
pa? 4 : “| 
This Cucamongacamp has alew’ one of the biggest neneeee barracks in all 
xia this valley. They can hold up to 1500 mene) They bive a pool room 
with three tables. They have a pretty good sized room with a T.V. set 
XK r—p AS 

for the boys, it sits about 50 to 60, And ‘they have a playground where 
they can play baseball; and they have a lot of shade and trees 6f all 
kinds and a table there so the boys can relax. So, I would call that 
one of ae best —- for oe retsonedme A; > Rae 

) But, talking about Lf boys: I Fairs taee are pa ak, the best 
for agriculture. And I am not y pear against my local boys, because 
after the wey va lot of the local Te into construction, eee 7 nial and 


ite 


sake stores; and they Fata bainheehebhahabe So the farmer or 
the grower has to hire these vere that come from down thered [rrtie 
Wededk-y talking about ‘tates peftiee the war, I would say that they 

were just, the sence’ They "probatlly were pene because they were raised 
in bhe sf fields of California. Me: put in 1 years picking lemons before 
I went in as a foreman. And, ‘about the tricks of picking ae I pscgrey 
them all. You haveto know theme Se \when 3 you break these oye in you 
have to get them all together and tell them, ‘lemons are picked this way.' 


So, you tell them and show them about the clippers, rings and sackse 


A ALA 
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Mostly they are anak a ial bagere Ti a Ve / 


And then re Cees with puters ivaibaes December, Hanuary, February, March, ~ 
Aprily youdon't pick any ‘Bee-ripe} you pick nothing but ring-size. ! 
But, gradually your lemons are coming in, coming in, and you wait and 
see if these lemons size upe Swume Ehe big size lemons bring in acme 
ules the grower and all they want to pick is size lemons. But when the 
Bummer comes in May and your lemons start getting dead ripe; well, 
neterally yee mere to take them abl dom ~ are pa Bo nOWe 


a sat anes that never Arched a ring or pepe it or abe; 


j 
f 


and has done mostly hoeing -, ~’™ Bad ¢ and he comes to pick lemons 


with this and you gaa to show him all rc tricks sich picking ee 3 
A 


it will take abe! ane four weeks} Sica ecenadnenkididanh: That j 
means you show him how to pick, how to clip the lemon, not to cut the 
button and ieeiogcactary ‘ lot of stem. Then you have to show him where 
to put the boxes, how to put his number, and ne has to fill his bogxes 


right to the limit that the grower expectse ead he has got Pde know Sega AA) 


es 
> 
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any long stem that goes into the boxes will bce the Sahay The 
foreman has between 20 to 30 men ahd he has got to go down--that--drive. 


back and forth all day. And when-yeu-show—these—beys-whet™vesday you 


wv yy | ‘ 
have to show them whewe a’set’is. A set to pick ig a grove 


means six tregs, (éne man picks six trees and when he finishes those six, 


he moves on .! ee next sete Most of our , yesteatl are jOasres to 16 and 2°. 


Poe see ~- ¢ TT 


ee 


20% Sis 5 wnat I am talking mene is that they sat homesick, I uae 
say that one out £ ten goes back every six weeks; or I wouod say that 


tJ , 


one out of five, But most of these boys recontract. 

hh RPT faa ra AE a If they are getting 
304, a RS they usually go between 15 to 20 boxes on am crew i oa gt \ KG 
But you always have én 20 to 25 men, you haw always have about half of 
them faster workers we, the other half. Whatever you pick you get 


paid fore 6 3 “th * i> on ete een AS 


QR 
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There are three kinds of pickers: the fast, the medium and there 


is the slow. Well, in a crew of 30 men you probably have about 10 fast 


Fe ad 

in good ae! ue pared in between 20 and 30 boxes a day. The 
fast jeunes get 36 to 28; 5 then the others go about 20. But when they 
are picking on size the fast man comes around 20 to 253 the other fellow 
follows with about 18-16; and the slow fellow lj-15. Le 

Well, this year there was a big Shecseia tttley Seed to get etheeer~ 
30¢ a box and that wap it. But now they have one of these deals that 
sometimes I can't even understand myself, You have to count your 
trees.- In other words, if you pick a grove that has between 5 to 600 
trees and the boys pick probably ) or 500 boxes that means a tree to 
the boxe On the average ‘per tree, scme+imes—“ou_sec.1000—bree—in—about— 
10 acres,..or maybe-more-than 
you pick the whole grove in bhe—same day that gives the boys a little 
more money. Some groves are better than others. They have better 


SPUR: Penber size. And some meek groves are eer run downs 


bode now am thole th ing an chang se, now "they pay them tieoush the 


/ 
trees ies. pick. A And the foreman aa Cs spent the treea. JP Baty These 


boy Ss I would say all of them go out and do all they can, ~~, 


% 
"tein “Fue-avenaee-pevohealeruns-on-a-two-eak-basie, “ig you find 


that some of these boys can't saad gare 3 their money», A it rete say . 
Qetweer about 3 out of aeK pisses of ‘hae yore, especially a national 


that has passed his Soc 35th year, take care of their money presty 
Ro. DE Bic 
cedar, The younger national, does eS take as good care of his money, Pi~o 
k ha 4 


“they pitiee dress-up, buy Nhs Wee a good time, or pak bs a 


up with ‘some woman, they gakm gamble a little bit, wees But, it 


A 
seemés ‘eeak the man over 36 takes better care of his money then the 
younger national; and they usually do it, I don't care where you £09 


Aend they are better workers and I think you can trust them better when 


they get around 35 or 0. 
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Yesy—theyede, Saf I think that for the first 3 days they got to 


> 


take what they get. But after 3 days or a weeks' time they start picking 
up pretty good. The boys average between 20 and 30 bomess They have a 
check after their board is taken out and everything, between ”80 to$90, 


tT 


Then they charge 13¢ a {day for insurance and a $1.75 for board. St 
fopednacemensemitmexien ee when they take aut oe a insruance “and 
board, they have to take home sprig between 60 and} 570 in two weeks time. 


They hit an average of ‘about ietween $70 and $80 to take-home aftkr 


the insurance and board is taken out. 


But, ssenispceeins pikleboesedhadibammapaalania In Mexico these boys 
are taking a beating, everything is pretty highs ané-Ssome of these boys 
for the last 10 years or maybe more, have left their land over thet, 
Some of these boys are paying men over the¥% to run ax their placese 
But they can't afford to stay over there becasue they can't make a 
living. Some of them have between 5 or 6 children and they like their 
kids to be educated. These boys have seen quite a bit of the U.S. and 
I would say one thing that I think they are doing something good for 
them, by looking around here and wanes to do the things we dO. 

But, they claim that they won't have Sans guarantee that we ‘fave with 
our government. \ They are realizing a lot of things ica never realized 
before. I have been looking into this because when these boys started 
coming in 1943, they never had these ideas they have nowe ; ideas of 
going into business, and building up their farms, 


When=bhey—trit—the=porderes =? -- « 


ID 


7 a ae 7, tow Sy ap = 


‘There is one place I wouldlike to go for’three days and look 


around because I have been told so much about it. 
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They ask for money always to come over heres Some of them sell 
some of their things to come over here: like say Sui, beans, things 
they have in storage. They come to Empalyine end 3 run out “of money 
then they have to go back. If they don't pass the exam they have to 
go back. But some of these boys are so stubborn they come and work 
here 6 weeks, they get Donatos and they want to go back, 

Phat-ts-tmaey- because some of Shese Neve have come to the U.S. 

10 or 12 disee and ost of the families either ted with their father- 


in-law, mother-in-law, brother, cousin or uelaees They. leave tbe 


fahilies with their relatives to take care of them and to see that 


nobody dinteterss with things. “mene of these boys send their money 


Jf 


to their dads and mothers. co. ~ <a 
Out of 27 men I have 17 that have told me they are married. They 
never tell you the tithe Rep leenicrmierer- For 2 yous stated 
he was not married. , Later wife wrote a to #2 him to send home money 
for thier three children. 
Bat all these boys that Pee here, moat of them, send ‘asia 
back, Most of them I would say, 75% of them, and the other 25% start 


sending money but shay forgets they either go around to the dances herg, = 


_ buy. clothes, ora But the rest. of them ors sending es home. 


? 
But, when these boys come over Sie they are coming for tHe one 


purpose: to make that dollar. But, I would say that 90% don't hawe 
the education and they can't control their money. And their folks 


back home can't control the money either. They send their money home 
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and when they return they buy land, cattley or something that can help 


them in the farms. ,They are getting wiser all the time. But, oh, I 


don't knowe Some of these boys when they go back they want to iseitl 


tequila and beer; they don't want to work when Dee are home onee ‘nore. 


fo b o A ) aa - 
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If these boys could make 50 pesos back home they would—net come 


over heree Now babe eee: they buy over there-~-sugar, salt, shoes, 


clothiigs tl pair of shoes, good shoes over there costs 100 to 125 


pesos. 7"  ) : Cc sts aE SS 


If any of these people want to give their kids a little education, 


they have to stay here to support them. Because, _sfmbhe=swive=kn ; 
tO Lakenuanerei-ries-money;~and-they can send-2k 05 : 


) difterent~grower.—Phits~ prace=f-am-working~now- is" Gacesthdazall Lemon 

Compan. Where I am going to work in i pears is just for a rancher. 
Sot 

He has about 45 acres of pears, #6 We got to pick them in 30 days{ He 


has a little camp ovef there with 6 ages where you can fit 6-8 men. 


It has a little kitchen that can _feed Shont Ze men fa a kine. 


Kk bits. . a 
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We bring these boys directly from El Weta, Then we ay ina cook 
to feedthem. The camp is in Little Rock ynear Palmdale. They get paid by 


the nanky ao ite aot to work between 10- 11 hours a day’; Nasheed pesre 


4 
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comma be handled ‘oo Troughs \We ¥Sy, 9/9 wie sack sake we use in 2 orapges, 
Xx (4. #4 _ ee < pew 


and Tenons, awe niok the pears pee size. We go over chaee hs acres in 
about 10 to 15 days. Then the rancher gives them a little shot of 
water; then two or three days later we turn around and stripthtam. 


He wis a shed ba about Bro e ae cad ey port the pears ag neler id 


to sine NV: Revo a aon : La 7 ir. Cores ae. Og- 
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Nes bheytontinde—bhet Most of the crew leaders have fuaay 
families, like Fsemuadedeng Guerpeent and the camp Sn Monte Vista; or they 
live in little towns near the camps. They Comemiap ated: live with their 
families@~ te et oO a 


So you pick your crew up and when-~theyegome-thers-to-the-ceme the man 


in charge of the eh kakex calls the names of the wear caretaae aye 


<a JPa V<) (~e . r -_— Pt oat?) 
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ke ‘ You ‘have .@ vi through that routine every =e 
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YA You have your own toi let and ae own shower, 


MBE ~ in the Pde 
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Well, the reason we are over there is sdaatios our company has groves 


acne 


over there, | 


Ad 


we are stationed over there, 0 
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We have a different *kind of menu jead (ai fferent cooks. On We nday 


Zo 
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they give them hambt urger with potatoes and corny ‘asia beans,and saldd 


i 1 Nbr Aerts 
for dionost) 7 For lunch they have poiled CBESy Tt they want bread 


they can take it; they have fmm: flour and corn tortialas, and they 


have to have Baw ad and never forget the beanse They —— their own 


2. PF « = A oa 
lunehy They make a certain amount ic tacos, “they have a banana or 
; cot 


—~(? 


an | apple 3 1 or 2 green chiles; a “piece of Mexican proud, and some of 


-f 


Gin doy s if they have a thermos, they take coffee, or if not they 
~ > 


use bottles, or then dike. for their coffee. Cis % 


Nos ubikeonmes/Yhost of the trucks have their own water barrels. vv ! 


me 
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“At c Ye —— pr ¢ a a ’ 
pists San Soumuin eiey por evou-man- nel ae fmt “and 


— é - - —— ees ae _ — rd 
uogetablesy a cA Ne aa ] tape Tm as = 


] 


and_in_ibe olives-they=use—abucketatec, —Byt-in. Olives it is one af the hy 


Ree ripe Petes — ’ 
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Your ladders range from 20 to 30 feet. U~~ < oo C 
i oN \ —Ay CA Ca) t rd 4. ™ 
Me, mself, fe would rather pick anything TPE but ‘olivess— 
NS \ Ph x \ nf-, . 
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I worked for the C.P.C., that is one of the biggest -«..~(< 


Then, I worked for the 


Sand thyfBoswell Company WC 


SS 
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In all those places from Sderamento down you find all these;camps. ¢ £ 


Most of these camps, you will find that they are doing different kinds 
of picking. Like in southern California you find our biggest job is 
oranges and lemifos; and I think the biggest cams are Cucamonga, 


Santa Paula, and Oxnard. ; 
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| jo. M | , 
So-1-don+timow—for—sure;-but-they—telt me~bhat-we~had between 50~and 


€ C.< 


-60-—thousend-neabionals—here.lasi.yeare—._/ 


Well for breakfast they hpvense 2S (eas milk, but usuplly Yak dg 
bread, or coran or flour tortillas, $, One day out of the weak they 


give them chécken for dinner. pt ee have different ames of soup 


Thaw. asepchaenseeaia.: in San Fernie on Monday ey have pork, ‘with 
potatoes, chile and corne On Tuesday they have moles On Wednesday 
they have chicken. Thursday they give them a piece of steak/ and all the 
beans they want (fried beans), @ bowl of eect 


In San Fernando they have a different idea, Serer table 
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In San Luis Rey they always line up. They serve their meals on 
~~ = + 
—— The men Tieehs buttons ~w*" Vane A ty . 
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A In the morning Gee iraaifunt they have,rice (covreat) . 


In San ios, Iuis everyday they have 
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Kool-Aid one or, two days a week; and then they have milk tos 4 


bas 


tit UY pC ¢ \ Pea “7s ¢ 


Inthe” Sarr fritoniesCamp-they-have” a ditferent=waymof=fesding trie. 
The association will hire a head-cook, just like a foreman, and he 


will get around and tell the boys what they have to do: one will cook 


a 


co WA : 
the beans; one will cut the onions; and semen. 
go 
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“The association hiresjteemen to run this camp, Ae o 
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Talking about braceros; they are some of the finest men we have in 
agricultural work. Not that I want to talk about our locals, but, now 


they. don't want to come back to the fields. 


+P ¥ on ‘ ‘ Va 
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Yyou have to stay pretty close to the braceros, to see that they do the job, 
p J vO ) , una ; a. 

ss hen a man has any complaints about 


their pickings? I have tom see the amount of boxes they pick 


j } . * - . : 
the We check on it, because I have to turn in a slip 
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everyday. , What-t-am-deing_every night after-they—ere 
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aad we recheck 
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This bracero deal for most of these people, expecially in Mexico, is 

\ hws Come i aleeta >» yt - Pn pS B —s 
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a racket. 
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It's a big racket, and I mean really big. 


Well, I will tell you what one of te boys told me. 


that, that should come from the 


President of Meixco, and he shoud put the law unto the governors of 

the states. 

they get a kind of receipt foom headquarters to come across and they 

don't get charged a darn cente 

But the boys t at come on their cwn, they have to have at least 300 

pesos, or else they are going to be stuck in Emphalme for sometime. 
The heaviest nationals start right now. 

and then they send a lot of boys to Wathington and Oregon, and California 

handles them all, They go to Montana, Utah, Idaho, Colorado; most of 

these boys don't like Texas. They say that the people there are very 

different from the people in California, They treat them pretty 

rough in Texas, and over here they say that most of the Anglo people 


are pretty nice to them. 


Then they tell me this, that the wages are better here than in Texase 
But, they say that they can buy the clothes cheaper tm Texas. And 

hey say that in Texas they usually take them over there to board on 
their own. They don't have the camps we have heres and you know over 


here they keep the camps very cleane They have to. 


